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Why Your Support Is Needed 
 

 
The Ronald McDonald House 
was built on the simple idea that 
nothing else should matter 
when a family is focused on  
the health of their child.  
 
Since opening in 1996 the Inland 
Empire Ronald McDonald House 
has provided a home-away-from-
home to over 21,000 families 
while their child is receiving life-
saving medical treatment nearby.  
 
The Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House, located in Loma Linda, 
recently completed a  major expansion and renovation project.  

 
The House has grown significantly 
from 21 guest rooms to 54 guest 
rooms, doubling the number of families 
served nightly and tripling its square 
footage with a renovated/expanded 
kitchen, dining room, laundry room, 
activity center, living room and more.  
 

 

Your help is needed now more than ever.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 
Dear Team Captain, 

 

Thank you for joining us for the 2017 Walk For Kids. This event is one 

of the largest and most important fundraising campaigns for the  

Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House. Serving as a Team Captain you 

will not only provide leadership to your team, but you will give guidance, 

communication, coordination, and inspiration to your fellow team mem-

bers. This handbook will provide you with the information you will need 

to make your team successful. As a leader in the Walk For Kids cam-

paign, you will play one of the most important roles in our success. 

Thanks to you and the many volunteers who support our efforts, we 

have been able to make the Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House a 

reality for families with seriously ill children. 

 

The mission of the Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House is to provide 

a home away from home to families of critically ill or injured children                    

receiving medical treatment at Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital 

and other nearby facilities. Our vision is a community where children and 

their families embrace life and healing with a sense of hope, enthusiasm, 

courage and joy. 

 

We value and appreciate everything you do, and look forward to  

celebrating with you at the Walk For Kids on Saturday, March 25!  

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Danielle Grout 
Special Events Manager 
 

Welcome Walk for Kids Team Captain! 



 

 

What? 
The Walk for Kids is a family friendly Walk that is designed to raise 
funds and awareness for the services and programs provided by the 
Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House. Walkers come together for a 
day of fun, food, entertainment and giveaways. The funds that are 
raised are used to provide services for families of the Inland Empire 
Ronald McDonald House.  
 
 
 

Why? 
The Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House is dedicated to supporting 
the health and well-being of children, by providing a “home away from 
home” for families of seriously-ill children who are receiving care in 
Southern California. The Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House relies  
on the support of the Walk for Kids to continue its services to  
thousands of children and their families.   
 
 

When? 
Saturday, March 25, 2017 
Check-In starts at 8:00 AM 
Walk Kick-Off at 9:00 AM 
 
 

Where? 
La Quinta Civic Center Park 
78495 Calle Tampico 
La Quinta, CA 92253 
 
 

How? 
Register at www.walkforkids.org/inlandempire   
Adult Registration: $25 (includes t-shirt) 
Child Registration (17 and under): No fee (t-shirt may be purchased at event) 
 
For additional information contact: 
Danielle Grout 
11365 Anderson St. 
Loma Linda, CA 92354 
909-747-1268 (direct) 
909-747-1305 (fax) 
dgrout@rmhcsc.org  

All The Info 



 

 

 
Step 1 
 Register your team online: www.walkforkids.org/inlandempire   
 (see next page for instructions)  

 

Step 2 
 Begin recruiting team members via e-mail, phone calls and           

letters 
 Find your company’s matching gift policy 

 

Step 3 
 Continue recruiting team members 
 Inform your team of the deadlines to receive incentive prizes 
 E-mail your team with important Walk For Kids updates and 

information 
 Begin collecting donations - it’s never too early 

 

Step 4 
 Host a team fundraiser: garage sale, car wash,  bake sale, etc. 
 E-mail your team with regular updates 
 Make sure all of your team members are registered online 

 

Step 5 
 Let your team know what time and where to meet at the Walk 
 Collect team pledges and turn them in to the Ronald McDonald 

House 
 

Walk Day – Saturday, March 25, 2017 
 Meet your team at the assigned area 
 Turn in additional pledges at registration  
 Take a team picture 
 Enjoy the day and celebrate the difference you are making with 

your team 

Team Captain Step-by-Step Guide 



 

 

Visit walkforkids.org/inlandempire  

Online Registration  
& Fundraising Guide 

1) Click Register  

2) Select Start a Team 

3) Select Inland Empire 
as the program you  

wish to support 

4) Create a 
team name and 
set your team 

recruitment and  
fundraising 

goals 

5) Complete 
your  

participant 
options & set 
your personal 

goal 

6) Select Join as a New Participant 
OR if you participated in last year’s 

Walk for Kids, enter your login 
information.  



 

 

Personalize Your Web Page  

 Upon logging in, click on the “Personal Page” tab 

 Click the URL Settings link to create your own personalized URL that will send  
donors directly to your fundraising page 

 You can also create a team URL on the Team Page tab 

 You can also personalize the text and upload a photo or video to your personal 
page and team page 

Track Your Progress 

 Visit your Walk for 
Kids web page           
regularly to check on 
your progress  

 Send follow up 
emails to friends     
and family 

 Enter off line gifts 
that you have           
received  

 Communicate with 
your team members 

Use the email tab to import your 
contacts and send emails                

to  your team members and                     
potential donors  

_____________ 

Walk for Kids participants who 
send e-mails to their families, 
friends and colleagues raise 

almost 3 times as much as those 
who don’t 



 

 

 
 Personalize your ask 
 Share the experience of you or someone you know who has had a 

severely ill child (critical illness, birth defect, prematurity, rare dis-
ease, etc.) 

 Take your fundraising letter and Walk For Kids information                 
everywhere you go 

 Ask one person a day to sponsor you in the Walk For Kids 
 Host a fundraising party and ask attendees to pledge their                

support 

 Ask for more than what you really expect and then you will get what 
you really want 

 Ask your friends to contribute to Walk For Kids instead of                    
purchasing a gift for your birthday, anniversary, etc. 

 Create a buddy system. Ask someone who cannot participate the 
day of the walk to help you collect donations 

 
Who Do I Ask? Everyone! 

Here is a list of ideas for asking others to support you 
 Send an e-mail or a letter to everyone in your address book 
 People at your place of worship 
 Any favorite local shop that you frequent 
 Your hairdresser or barber 
 Friends and family 
 Your doctor, dentist, accountant, lawyer, etc. 
 Your teammates or gym buddies 
 Co-workers 
 Any place that you spend money, volunteer, etc.  

 
Use Social Media 
 Share your personal page link on Facebook and Twitter by            

simply copying and pasting your Walk for Kids URL  
 Friends and followers will be taken directly to your fundraising page 

and can make a secure donation online 
 

Fundraising Rewards  
$1,000 +  All items below plus Beach Chair and access to VIP area 
$500 - $999* Portable Charger 
$250 - $499* Water Bottle 
$100 - $249* Tote Bag 
 
*non-cumulative 
All rewards are based on individual fundraising efforts  

Fundraising Tips 



 

 

 
Sample Letter / Email to Encourage Participation 
Dear     , 

 
I’d like to take this opportunity to invite you and your family to partici-
pate in the annual Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House® Walk For 
Kids on March 25, 2017. 
 
Why?  Because (company name) cares about our employees and the 
community. It is a fun event and a great way to raise funds to support 
the services and programs of the Inland Empire Ronald McDonald 
House. This year, my fundraising strategy is to seek small gifts from 
many, many donors. 
 
Will you join me? 
 
To register or make a donation to my team log onto, 
www.walkforkids.org/inlandempire and type in my team name                  
(insert company or team) or contact me at (insert number). 

Thank you so very much for your support.  

 
 
 
Sample Letter/Email To Get Donations 
To: myfriends@email.com; myfamily@email.com; mycowork-
ers@email.com 

Subject: Join Me In The Walk For Kids! Please Support Me In This  
Important Campaign! 

Hi Family/Friend/Co-Worker, 

This March I will be walking in the Walk For Kids, and I really need your 
support. My goal is to raise $____ to help families with severely ill            
children. In order for me to reach my goal, I need your support.                 
Donations can be made at www.walkforkids.org/inlandempire.  

Thank you for your generosity for such a great organization. 

Sample Letters 



 

 

A Walk for Kids Kick-Off is for companies, organizations, schools,  
community groups, etc. who are interested in forming a team for 
the Walk For Kids. 
 
The purpose of the Kick Off event is to provide information and  
answer questions about the Walk For Kids and the mission of the 
Ronald McDonald House. The Kick Off enables participants to get 
excited about registering and fundraising for the event. 
 

 Overview of the organization and the event 
 Online registration and fundraising  
 Ideas for recruiting team members and donors 
 Setting and reaching your fundraising goal 
 What happens the day of the Walk 
 Questions & Answers 
 
 
 
 

Double Your Fundraising Dollars  
With Matching Gifts! 

 
 Find out it your employer or donor’s employer has a matching gifts 

program 

 Complete the form (available from the employer) 

 Be sure to put the name of the donor and participant on the form 
to ensure proper credit 

 Fax, mail, or e-mail the form to the Inland Empire RMH 

 We will confirm the gift through the company’s matching gift                    
program 

 

Your Walk Kick-Off 



 

 

Your team will stand out with your very own customized t-shirt.  In 
addition they provide great exposure for your company.   

Here are some tips to keep in mind: 
 

 Make them bright and colorful so that your team stands out on 
the day of the Walk 

 
 Make the designs, logos and slogans creative and unique 
 
 Have a company sponsor the cost of your T-shirts by allowing 

them to have their logo placed on the shirt 
 
 Team t-shirts are walking advertisements for your company 
 
 A great way to develop a unique t-shirt is to sponsor a  

t-shirt design contest among employees/team members 
 
 Tap into the graphic arts or marketing department of your  
      company 
 
 Include your company’s logo and Walk For Kids logo                         

Logo may be obtained by Ronald McDonald House                                                                      
T-Shirt design must be approved by staff 

 
 T-Shirts are an effective way to get employees involved 
 
 T-Shirts can be a great fundraiser for your team. (i.e. a  

t-shirt to anyone who donates/raises $25 or more) 
 
Teams t-shirts are separate from the official Walk For Kids t-Shirts 

 
Teams are responsible for  

the cost of their own team shirts 
 

Don’t know where to start? Contact one of our 
preferred vendors who can help you  

design and order shirts for your whole team 
 

 Rosie @ DC Promotions | 760-574-1828 

 Darnell @ Kingdom Shirts | 760-485-7848 

 Breanna @ Top Shop | 714-337-8080 
 

Be sure to remind them that your team is supporting the  
Ronald McDonald House Walk for Kids!  

Team T-shirts Make the Team! 



 

 

Notes 
 

         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
          

www.walkforkids.org/inlandempire 


